Consideration of barrier protection and latex protein allergy in the evaluation of medical gloves.
The issues surrounding medical gloves have become increasingly complicated over the past 15 years. The AIDS epidemic, allergies, needlesticks, new glove materials, and, most recently, an increased risk of biohazards all factor into the choice of medical gloves. This article examines the research available on two of the issues affecting medical glove choice: barrier protection and latex protein allergy.